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| / T n e property is induced within tne bouncaries of a registered historic district, contributes 
to tne significance of the cistrict, and is a "certified historic structure" for the purpose of 
rehabilitation. 

The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes 
to the significance of the cistrict, and is a "certifies historic structure" for a charitable 
contribution for conservation purposed in accordance witn tne Tax Treatment Extension Act cf 
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as documented in tne National Register nomination or district documentation on fiie 
with the NPS. Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed. 

_T'ne property snoula be cemea a preliminary cetermination that it could qualify as 
a certified historic structure. 

Jnsufficier.t cocumentaticn has been provioed to evaluate the structure. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT (cont.) 

or belts, segmental-arched openings and simple bracketed 
cornices of wood or tin occasionally appear, but the overall 
impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable 
austerity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed 
housing for the burgeoning masses of blue-collar workers 
attracted by the booming industrial development of the adjacent 
areas which began in the mid 19th Century. 



B-4140 



Form 10-168 
Rev. 3/84 

DEC 1 9 198o 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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< PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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Project Number: 

Instr 
bee 

truMARYfcsfltNE) 'MTST0RJC?(l!! l v before c o mP | e t i n9 app' 
n received,..Use iwnwt{^«' or print clearly in black ink. If additio 

l ication. No certif ication wil l be made unless a completed application form has 
nal space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets. 

1. Name of proper ty : . 314 Otterbein Street 

Address of property: . 314 Otterbein Street 

Ci ty . B a l t i m o r e County . State. MD Zip Code 2 1 2 3 0 

Name of historic district: B a r r e C i r c l e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

13 National Register district D certified state or local district D potential historic district 

2. Check nature of request: 

0 certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabil i tation. 

D certif ication that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to 
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contr ibut ion for conservation purposes. 

U certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
D preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register. 

O preliminary determination that a building located wi th in a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district. 
D preliminary determination that a building outside tne period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district. 

3. Authorized project contact: 

David Robbins Name . 

Street 

State _ 

Titie O w n e r / A r c h i t e c t 

4907 Edmondson Avenue . City B a l t i m o r e 

MD Zip 21229 . Telephone Number (during day): ( 3 0 1 ) 5 6 6 - 4 2 4 3 

4. Owner: 

Name Dav id R o b b i n s , K a t h e r i n e R o b b i n s , T r a c y Back 

Street 4907 Edmondson Avenue niTy B a l t i m o r e 

state M a r y l a n d 

that the ir 

i i p 21229 .Telepnone Number (during day): ( 3 0 1 ' ) 5 6 6 - 4 2 4 3 

hereby attest that_the i n f o r m a t i o n have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own the above-named property. 

Owner's Signature 

Social Security 

ure tigZ6t~s?. 

Number or Tax' 

! * - Date IV Z.<*- * C 

payer Identif ication Number. 

NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Histor;.-_ Preservation Certif ication Application — Part 1 " for the above-named property and hereby deter
mines that the property: 

Q contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cert i f ied historic structure" for the purpose of rehabil itation. 
LJ contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cert i f ied historic structure" for a charitable contr ibut ion for conservation pur

poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. 
L J does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 

Preliminary Determinations: 

U appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wi l l l ikely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set for th in 36 CFR Part 60. 

LJ does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wi l l l ikely not be listed in the National Register. 
D appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which wi l l l ikely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if 

nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 
J appears t o contr ibute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the 

National Register nomination or district documentation on fi le w i th the NPS. 
U does not appear to qualify as a certif ied historic structure. 

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office 



Property Name 

314 O t t e r b e i n S t r e e t 
Property Address 

Da-
Ow 

1 R o b b i n s / H 
-ame/Social Security or Taxpayer 

w > 
ID Number 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION IMPS Office Use Only B-4140 
CERTIFICATION A P P L I C A T I O N -

PART 1 
Project Number: 

K a t h e r i n e R o b b i n s • • • B V P T r a c y B a c 

5. Description of physical appearance: This project consists of three small unpainted brick rowhouses located within 
a registered historic district. Each of these two story buildings is alike except the plan of the end unit 
(318) is reversed. They stand together on a small alley street in a row with one other unit. The buildings 
had all been abandoned for several years; open and exposed to the elements. There were few doors or windows 
remaining, the stairs had all collapsed, and the interiors were completely destroyed. The tar and felt roofs 
are almost flat, sloping gently to the rear. These needed to be completely rebuilt. 

These houses are so plain and simple that they do not fit any particular architectural style. The facades 
(both front and rear) have two untruimed window on the second floor and another window and a door on the first 
floor. The lintels on the top were unadorned wood on 314 and 316; the .ones at 318 had been replaced with 
metal and brick. The plans are rectangular; two rooms up, 2 rooms down with a stair dividing them in the 
middle. There were no surviving original interior finish materials. All walls and ceiling were undecorated 
plaster, no trim. 

Date cf Construction: C i r c a 1 8 8 0 Source of Date: T i t l e S e a r c h a t S e t t l e m e n t 

Date(s) of Alteration(s): N / A 

Has building been moved? U yes DO no. If so, when? 

6. Statement of significance: 

ie significance of these little houses lies not in their individual features, but for their contribution to 
the rich urban fabric of this historic distric. The Barre Circle area in which they are located is made up 
primarily of buildings similar to these in size, date, and materials. There was a lot of housing in this area 
for the farrilies of factory workers employed in the industrial and warehouse districts located nearby around 
the harbor. Their small size and lack of decoration reflects the simple lifestyle of those people who 
probably walked the few blocks to those factories. 

These houses hold special significance within this area for they are located on one of the few open green 
spaces in this part of Baltimore. Otterbein Street, a small alley-like street, is the only access to this 
little park and these four houses (our three and one other in the row) are the only ones which face on to it. 
Thus, it seems to us that their primary significance is the fact that they are the only formal elements which 
make this open space a park rather than simply a ccmnunal backyard. 

7. Photographs and maps. 

,h photographs and maps to application. 

Continuation sheats attached: D yes JEXno 
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BARRE CIRCLE NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 1/10/83 
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DARKE CIRCLE 

National Register of Historic Places 1/10/83 
Certified Historic District for Tax Incentives (NR) 

Description: 

The Barre Circle Historic District is an urban district comprising 
approximately 200 structures, located in the western section of 
Baltimore City. The district is characterized by highly unified 
and consistent blocks of brick rowhouses, most of which were con
structed between ca. 1850 and the Civil War, with some blocks and 
groups representing later dates into the early 20th century. These 
buildings are generally two bays wide, uniformly narrow (12-14 feet), 
and from two to three stories in height, with low-pitched gable 
or shed roofs and small back buildings. They are most notably 
unpretentiousand devoid of all but the most minimal ornament; pro
jecting brick courses or belts, segmental-arched openings and simple 
bracketed cornices of wood or tin occasionally apoear, but the over
all impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable aus
terity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed hous
ing for the burgeoning masses of blue-collar workers attracted 
by the booming industrial development of the adjacent areas which 
began in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Significance 

The Barre Circle Historic District is significant for its archi
tecture and for its association with the industrial development of 
Baltimore City. Its cohesive stroetscapes of modest, unadorned 
brick rowhouses reflect the architectural response to Baltimore's 
rapid industrial expansion in the mid-19th century, and typify 
urban workers' housing of the period. In the context of Baltimore's 
mid-19th century neighborhoods, Barre Circle is unusual in the con
sistently unpretentious character of its architecture, which reflects 
the historic social homogeneity of the area; whereas other rowhouse 
neighborhoods housed a mixture of white- and blue-collar workers, 
the managerial class and their more elaborate dwellings - were, and 
are, conspicuously absent from Barre Circle. 
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